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POLITICAL. bee ae 
The Shaftg-i-Hind (Lahore), of the 28th March, in com- 


‘ eres 
% dfox sae 


Afghénistén and India meson. ES the Oontral | As a 
crisis, remarks that. the univ. 

ing is that the difficulty will not be settled witl 
sanguinary war. An outbreak of hostilities is o 
lion of time. The British Government is 
| gravity of the situation and 
preparations. But it is‘to be regretted 
favour of the same frontier policy which i: 
the last fifty years without success. All its e 
always directed towards winuing the g 
and neither pains nor money has t n 
object. Large gifts of arms and money have 
the rulers of Kabul, and when t 
disaffection, wars haye been w 
has been the result of the heavy 
to which we have been expose 
All Afgkénistén is hostile to us, : 
doubtful friend. The po 


Wards the British may 


Sey 


Circulation, 


Abdul Rahman to guarantee the safety of the Boundary 
Commission. The Amir has no: great influence with the 
people, while the British Government has bestowed all its 
favours on him alone. In fact, Mullas and tribal chiefs 
have a stronger hold on the people than he. Even if the Amir 
were inspired with a most friendly feeling and the whole 
country obeyed him, he could render no great. aid in an 
encounter with Russia. It is well known that the Afghans 
have little patriotism and have always given way to in- 
vaders from Central Asia, such as Timur and Nédir Shab. 
They take up arms only when their fanaticism is‘ stirred up 
by Mullas, who have, however, little sympathy with the 
British. Above all, the most serious mistake committed by 
the British Government is that, while it has freely drawn 
on the treasury in order to secure the friendship of the 
Amir, it has neglected its own army. It will be remembered 
that several regiments of troops were most unwisely dis- 
banded some years ago on economical grounds. The dis- 
bandment not only reduced the strength of the army, but 
ulso had a most evil effect on the warlike races in this coun- 
try. Such races greatly suffer from want of employment, and 
the disarmament has damped alltheir martial spirit, All the ad- 
vantages which the British Government has bestowed on this 
country have been more than counterbalanced by the evil it has 
brought about by disarmament. Two hundred and fifty ‘mil- 
lions of people have been made quite incapable of defending 
themselves against an external foe and of. helping - Govern- 


_ 
4 


ment in times of difficulty. The Government should make 


friends with the Amir of Afghanistén by all means. But 
above all it should depend onits own 


this country in a position of holding 

foreign enemy. In that case the Amir mseit woul 

anxious to seek the protecti tion of the British Govern me 
~The Aftdb-i- Panjab (Lahore), : 


Pindi Darbar. _ ferring to, 
serves that 


~~ 


necessity of holding such a costly Darbar, but that they ate. 
mistaken. The Darbar will tend to strengthen the friendly 
relations between the Amir and the British Gov vernment, 
For the maintenance. of pace bere it is necessary to have a. 
friendly Afgh4nistin as.a neutral-zone between Russia and. 
this country. To leave. Abdul Rahman to sh 

in the present crisis would be only throwing him into the 
arms of Russia. For aught the Aftdb knows, the Pindi Cam 
of Exercise may deter the Russian Government. from court- 
ing a war with England. If hostilities ‘break out, the 
friendship of the Afghans will prove to be of in timable — 


“ 


value. Hence the money spent on the Darbar conld not be 
more usefully expended. 


The Hindustdnt (Lucknow), of the 29th March, states Cireu 
that if the current rumours are to be wae oe 
believed, very delicate questions will 

be discussed at the Pindi Darbar. The Ciwil and Mil 

Gazette says that the Government of India 


* 
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The same, 


send British troops to occupy Herat. ‘he Hi an 

not think that Abdul Rahman is likely to assent to such. 
a proposal. Lord Dafferin’s Government mes be too 
cautious in dealing with him, and it is to be 

nothing will be done which may turn him from e& 


more serious phi ios. rotiealene: the chances of 2 a 


settlement. It is a matter. of great satisfaction ina 
present head of the Gévernment of India is a very ab 
experienced statesman, and full confidence is r 
classes of the community in. his ability 
of the State at such a jun 

The Oudh Akhbdr (Luc now), of the 31 


It 
ng y of Mahéréja 


 Cireulation, 
~ 1,880 copies. 


réja Scindia has even offered his personal services. It is 
well known that His Highness is very fond of the army, and 
his troops are well disciplined and fit to fight side by. side 
with British troops Ifthe Mahér4j& were sent to Central 
Asia as a General of Her Majesty’s army, this would no doubt 
have great, political effect and show the Russian Government 
how strongly are native chiefs attached to the British Govérn- 
ment. : | 


The same paper rejoices to state that the Sultan of Tar- 
key has offered to enter into an alli- 
ance with the British Government. 
Lord Granville and Fahmi Pasha have had frequent interviews 
with each other. It is to be hoped that their efforts will be 
attended with success. There is no doubt that, in the event 
of an outbreak of hostilities between England and Russia, 

Turkey would render material .aid to the former, Although the 
British Government did not assist Turkey with troops and 
money during the late Russo-Turkish war, its sympathies 
were entirely with her. British officers entered the service 
of the Sultan, and subscriptions were sent from this country 
for the relief of Turkish sufferers. 


Turkey and England. 


The Akhbdr-i-Am (Lahore), of the*25th March, states 
that it is not surprised at the evil and 
malicious rumours that have lately 
prevailed at Lahore and Calcutta regarding the Mahér&jé of 
Kashmir. If His Highness does not attend the Rawal Pindi 
Darbar, the number of such rumours will still more increase. 
Whether they will have any effect. and will be credited by 
well-informed persons is another thing. A rumour is afloat: 
to the effect that the Mah&rajé has been fonnd to | 
secret correspondence with the Amir of Kabul, and that the 
Government of India desires to dethrone him in conse- 

quence! Evidently the rumour is preposterous 

and has been spread by the enemies of the Ma 

Highness ever think of intriguing with the 


Mahéréja of Kaehmir. 


thdna-badosh (vagrant ot vagabond) and far less powerful 
than himself. 
The Panjdbt Akhbdr (Lahore), of the 
t the Civil and Milita: 
sna the Oivi ool pr has lately declared. that A 
— r&j& of Kashmir carries on a corres- 
pondence with the Amir of Kabul and has correspondents 
at Peshawar and other frontier towns to supply him with 
Kabul and frontier news. The declaration isa most positive 
one, but the Gasette has made no mention of its source of in- 
formation. One cannot be too careful and cautious in giving ~ 
publicity to such rumours. . It is well known that the Maha- 
rijé is second to no other prince in loyalty and friendship 
the paramount power. If he really. corresponds with the 
ruler of Afghanistan, the correspondence must be favourable 
to the British Government. Even it be of an objectionable 
nature, the Amir is more to blame than the Mahéréjé. To 
the Akhbdr’s knowledge, there is no treaty stipulation pro 
biting the latter from corresponding with any foreign Govern- 
ment direct, but the Amir is subject to such a restriction. 
There is no knowing when the last will be heard of unworthy 
attempts on the part of Anglo-Indian journals to create doubt 
in the mind of Government as to the loyalty of native chiefs 
who are its strong friends and adherents. 
GENERAL ADMINISTRATION 


The Hindustént (Lucknow), of the 27th March, referring c 


eee to the influential meeting held at 
Ripon at the “Northbrook Northbrook Club in honor of 
Ripon, observes that it is alm 
less to say that such public m 
beneficial to this country. It ¥ 
British publi @ | 


x 


which were decided upon fifty: years ago, and which have 
been repeatedly confirmed by the statutes of Parliament. 
The Najmu-t-Akhbér (Etéwah), of the 24th Maroh, refer- 
ring’ to the remarks made by. the 
Verneastar® oe the - Local Government regarding th f Ver- 
een ne nacalar Press'in the last Administra- 
tion Report, is glad to observe that: Sir Alfred 
not share the views of Sir Rivers’ Thompson and Anglo- Indian 
newspapers, but has praised the: press for the improvement 
of its tone. The censure passed on’it by His Honor for its 
hostile feelings towards Anglo-Indians; its strong utterances 
on the Ilbert Bill controversy, and its’ severe’ strictures on 
mixed cases, is undeserved. When Anglo-Indians and ‘Anglo- 
Indian newpapers heaped abuse'on Government and natives 
in connection with the Jurisdiction Bill, native newspapers, too, 
lost their temper and gave-them tit for tat. Their strong com- 
ments on failures of justice in cases in which ‘Europeans were 
charged with offences against natives were perfectly justifi- 
able. European offenders always escape with nominal punish- 
ment in such cases. Sir Alfred Lyall would ‘do well to inter- 
fere and see that justice is‘ meted out impartially. As regards 
the unsatisfactory attitude of the native’ press towards the 
Europesns resident in thiscountry, the latter are themselves to 
blame forit. Their.conduct towards the:children of the soil 
is most haughty. and over-bearing. If they desire to be 
highly spoken of by native. newspapers, they should mend 
their ways. There is no. denying-the fact that natives are 
a most grateful people. look at the praises bestowed by. 
them on Lord Ripon, Mr.. Wilfrid Blunt, and Lord Randolph 
Churchill, Se ea 6 Ee 
The same paper does: not see ) 
raravelling isllowance to. go on-tour,; should:not be 
® on tour, ling allowance. : just: -like: 0 


of Government servants. Surely they. aye as muc . | 
it as Depnty Collectors or | 


of officers. Under the present arra 
either. refrain from going into camp'as much as. 
levy blackmail from landlords in order: to: recoup 
for their travelling expenses. 

The Kavivachan’ Sudha. (Benares), of the 2 

states that it is -rumoure 

ssatliehing 2 verona in’ Alfred. Lyall desires to 
the United Provinces. univ ersity ri the united 
This is really good news, His Honor’s .admini 
not yet been marked by any important events, If he 
these provinces a university and introduced 
character in place of Persian into courts and rsp 
earn the lasting gratitude of the people. 
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The Anjumanei-Panjdéb (Lahore), of the 28th Mar 


”* 


Suggested surrender of states that Lord Lytton added to t 
aroyal mosque at Pindi. nopularity of British rule among ‘Mu- 


hammadans bv restoring to them a confiscat ( mosque at 
Delhi in commemoration of his Imperial Assemblage. : 


* 


Dufferin would do well to follow his example and restore the 


royal mosque at Pindi, which is occupied by the police, on the 
occasion of the approaching Darbar there, 


The samo paper regrets to state that the abolition of the 
Abolition of the Gor. @2¥erMment book depét at Lahore has 
— book depét at in no. way. benefited na ive tr 
: _ the whole business being made 
to a European firm. . This is the | way in which ; 1 be 
lent measures intended for the ben 
trated. It is believed that the. 
will be abolished in 1887, but that its work a 
over to a Kuropean tradesm: 


correspondent of the Si 


Need for a Legislative 20th ee 
Council and a University. the. es 
for the United Provinces. -, «1 


4h: sd 
a ‘ 


Provinces, When two su 


Circulation, 
110 copies. 


Circulation, 
145 copies. 


Circulation, 
975 copies. 


and Bombay, it is unjust to 


@ Almora Akhbdr, of the 23rd March, states that muni- 


Suggested transfer of “Pal commit ees receive applications 
ee conan g aoe. for permission to build or alter houses, 
ps used in app 


cations to municipal com- | to cut trees, and 80 forth, on court- 


mittens to municipal funds fee stamps of one and 2 quarter annas, 
but that the income derived from the sale of such stamps is 


credited to Government revenues. This is unjust. The 
money should go to municipal funds, especially as the finan- 


cial condition of municipal committees is generally far from 
satisfactory. 


A correspondent of the Quisaré (Julandar), of the 28th 
Need for foundling March, quotes from the last P anjab 


hospitals. Police Report a list of thirteen cases 
of infanticide which occurred in that province during the 
last year. Ina majority of the cases mothers killed their 
illegitimate children in order to escape public odiam, and 
in others mothers killed their legitimate children owing to 
their inability to support them, or because the children were 
an obstacle in their unlawful intercourse with their para- 
mours. The writer thinks that such unfortunate cases clearly 


show the necessity for establishment of foundling hospitals. 
The Ainu-l-Akhbdr (Moradabad ), of the 24th March, states 
ich Aake Waikeaaied that, as the new history and the new 
Middle Claes Examina- geography, which have been prescribed 


for the next Anglo-Vernacular Middle 
Class Examination, differ largely from the old books, candi- 
dates will not as a rule be able to get them up. 


the examiners should be required to set general que 
those subjects, in order that candidates who have | 
old books may be also able to answer them, 

A correspondent of the Ndru-l-. 


ie aie. the 28th March, re 
suspicions are 


quarters that at those places, w 
trict Schools are natives, the Mi 


conducted in a fair way. Some very discredit 
are prevalent. The Headmasters and Depaty 


Schools are charged with opening questions before 


, 


wth CM cane ees 


a. 


mination, assisting candidates in the examination-rooms, an 


. 


allowing candidates to assist one another. 
are probably quite unfounded. However, in order to put a 


. 


stop to such ramours, it is necessary that the examination 


should be conducted at every place under the supervision of 
a respectable European. 


The Ajtdb-i-Panjdb (Lahore), of the 27th M 
plains that it is believed that the 


Assessment of the 3 : 
license tax at Jandiala, assessments made at Jandiala this 
oe year in connéction with the 
tax are not fair and equitable, and asks the Deputy 


sioner of Amritsar to see to this. 


at + 


The same paper complains of the increase of st 
3 able-bodied beg; r 


Increase of beggars. 


the Hindustdnt ratunt 

in thinking that municipal boards shonld adopt measures 
check the evil. Work-houses should be established to p 
vide labour for such pefsons, and the impro; rit : 
alms to them should be brought home to the people. : 
houses would soon be self-supporting. 


The Brdhman (Cawnpore), for March, in 

yea th 
r Ay inspector of Police na aie to ) © prev: 
underlings and the police, the exclusion ' of 


subordinate executive service, and the 
tion. In 1 


Inspector 


been able in a compara 
Magnificent house at a 


e 


‘newspapers which always 
raise a wild clamour when an editor i } to gaol. It 


does not care to enquire whether the char 
Diwan Das Mal by the Rafig were true or false, But the 
question is how far the sentence passed on the editor of the 
Raftg by Mr. Parker is just and fair. If 
consider the convict’s offence a serious one, 
him off with a fine. If he thought 
the requirements of the c 

exceeding one month’s imp 

might be able to appeal agai 


r. Parker 
should have let 
a fine would not meet 


sorrow and 


tence cannot but be viewed with strong feelings of. 


indignation. It is preposterous:t 

in a case in which a Magistrate of 

tence of one month’s imp 

newspapers at the tender mercies of Magistr 
hoped that Sir Charles Aitchison, who has declared hi 
a friend of “ the fourth estate,” will take the case of the: 
ftq into consideration, and save the fr 

from being attacked in this way: It 

that Mr. Parker has punished sev 


had previous] ythreatened 
of the Rafiq, 


The Naj 
The same. 


and courage, 
subscriptions 


trates often abuse their powers. Once a man forwarded 
‘an anonymous petition to the Local Government against 
a District Magistrate. The Local Government sent it to 

e Magistrate, who found out who the man was and sentenced 
him to one month’s imprisonment on a got-up charge! More- 
over, he had him treated with unusual severity in the jail! 
(The Titiys-i-Hind, the Panjdb Punch, the Delhi Punch, the 
Naiyar-i- Azam, and several other papers express sympathy 
with the editor of the Raf¢q.) 


RAILWAY 


The Rahbar-i-Hind (Lahore), of the 25th March, again yiryse eg 


Booking-office for upper Complains that upper class passengers 
class passengers at Lahore. ot Tahore are. exposed to great in- 
convenience in obtaining tickets at the third. class booking- — 
office. They should: be allowed to book themselves att 
first and second class booking-office as before, or a sep 
booking-office should be established for them. 
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SELECTIONS 


FROM THS 


Anglo-Turkish alliance 
entral Asian CrisiS — «ss 
fwal Pindi Darbar... 
ative troops inthe Soudén =e «.. vee 
ah&r4jé of Kashmir and Anglo-Indian newspapers 
amoured arrival of two Arab spies in the Panjéb 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 


. 


ir Lepel Griffin and Mr. Wilfrid Blunt “w. eee 
Frequent transfer of the Deputy Commissioner of Gujrénwalle 
Lord Randolph Churchill eee eee eee 
Suggested appointment of photographers in courts of 
registry offices eee eee ooo 
Need for appeals in murder cases to the Privy 
Enlistment of native volunteers ss | oes 


eee 


Suggested repeal of the Arms Act... 
KinGngos and the Middle Class E3 
eee eee sos 


Need for moral education in schools 


ocal self-government, Allahabad 
Late municipal elections, Allaha 
Female education ove oes 
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Mi, Laidman, C.S., Suborain te Judge, Dehra Dén 


POST-OFFICE AND RAILWAY. 
Payment of money-orders through 
Halts of passenger trains at the 


